
 

 

 

 

#32 – January 6, 2025 

1’ to discover an aspect of Rotary 

 

The Rotary Foundation 
 

The Rotary Foundation, established in 1917, is the charitable arm of Rotary 

International.  

Its primary objective is to promote world peace, understanding, and goodwill 

through humanitarian efforts.  

The Foundation focuses on seven Rotary’s strategic areas: peacebuilding and 

conflict prevention, disease prevention and treatment, water, sanitation, and 

hygiene, maternal and child health, education, community economic 

development, and supporting the environment. 

One of its flagship initiatives is PolioPlus, launched in 1985 to eradicate polio 

worldwide.  

This program has mobilized resources, funding, and volunteers to immunize 

billions of children and raise awareness about the disease.  

Through partnerships with organizations like the World Health Organization, 

UNICEF and Bill & Belinda Gates Foundation, PolioPlus has made significant strides 

toward a polio-free world.  

Global Grants, Ambassadorial Scholarships and Rotary Peace Centers are also 

major areas of focus for The Rotary Foundation. 

The Rotary Foundation exemplifies the 

spirit of service, striving to create lasting 

change and improve lives globally, making 

it a cornerstone of Rotary's commitment 

to humanitarian service. 
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