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1’ to discover an aspect of Rotary 

Rotary Peace Centers 
 

 

At various times, Rotary members had proposed creating a university to promote 

peace, but the concept never seemed feasible.  

In the 1990s, Rotary leaders were inspired by the 50th anniversary of Harris’ death 

to consider an alternate approach. 

The idea was simple, but the impact would be tremendous: Rotary would 

encourage people already engaged in peacebuilding as a career to apply for 

graduate-level study in the field, and The Rotary Foundation would provide 

scholarships to peace fellows that would allow them to enroll in established peace 

programs at existing universities. 

Rotary approved the creation of Rotary Peace Centers program in 1999, and the 

inaugural class of Rotary Peace Fellows began their studies in 2002. 

Rotary Peace Centers, located at universities around the world, develop leaders 

who become catalysts for peace in local communities and on the global stage.  

They study the causes of 

conflict and build practical 

skills exploring innovative 

solutions to real-world 

problems in areas such as 

human rights, international 

relations, and global health 

and development. 
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